HOW TO WRITE A RESOLUTION 

Keep the wording simple.  Don’t sweat the format, although we have listed some suggestion and formatting examples.  Write it down so your precinct can go over it.  

Get your idea on to paper so it can be read aloud at the precinct meeting and everyone can go over it.  Bring more than one copy if possible.   Other democrats will make suggestions and give their opinion (we’re good at that!) and make changes so the group in attendance can vote and pass the resolution and let it be an example of the precinct’s idea. It is very important that all resolutions be clearly worded so that their intention is unmistakable, and the preamble to the resolution should show the reason for the resolution.  And, the resolve should show how the resolution is to be handled.  

Here are some specific suggestions to think about:

(a) You may think that some phrase or word will sound and look good in your

resolution, but if no one can understand it, the meaning will be lost. Make

your opening statement very clear.

(b) Do not include too many points in one resolution. The reader will lose the

train of thought first presented, and tend to become confused about the

intent.

(c) A Resolution must not be negative because the principle of discussion is that an affirmative proposition is being put to the meeting. The expression of a negative view must be shown by debate and voting against the resolution.

Here is a suggested format;

1. A TITLE, which identifies the problem or issue or its proposed solution.  List your precinct number here also. 

2. The PREAMBLE, which is used when information is necessary to support the RESOLVED section. Each PREAMBLE clause should be written as a separate paragraph, beginning with the word “Whereas”. The first word should begin with a capital letter. The PREAMBLE, regardless of its length and number of paragraphs, should never contain a period. Each paragraph should close with a semi-colon. The next to the last paragraph should close with a semi-colon, after which a connecting phrase such as “Therefore” or “Therefore Be It” or “Now Therefore, Be It” is added.

3. The RESOLVED section indicates what action is proposed. There may be more than one Resolved clauses, each stated separately.  The resolved portion of the resolution states how you feel the resolution should be dealt with. You must know and indicate the action you want taken.  The word RESOLVED is underlined and printed in capital letters, followed by a comma and the word THAT. Each resolved clause must be a separate paragraph and may be ended with a period or a semi-colon and in the case of the next to the last clause, be followed by the word AND,

(examples from the North Carolina Democratic Party website)
A Resolution of Support for A Major Destination Park on the Dix Campus

WHEREAS, Dorothea Dix dedicated her life to those with mental illness and whose kindness and concern for others inspired the establishment of the first mental health hospital in North Carolina in 1850; and

WHEREAS, with the closing of Dorothea Dix Hospital at the end of 2008, there is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to protect a majority of the acreage on the Dix campus and preserve it as a world-class destination park; and

WHEREAS, preserving the historic buildings located on the Dix campus for future public use respects the legacy of the past and promotes future opportunities; and

WHEREAS, the preservation of a majority of the acreage as a destination park ensures the well-being of future generations, our economic stability and our quality of life; and

WHEREAS, this park will not come close to being enough green space for North Carolina’s quickly growing and expanding population; and

WHEREAS, North Carolina prides itself in balancing progress with preservation; making North Carolina a great place to live and work; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that the Democratic Party expresses support of the land use plan that preserves the majority of the Dix Campus as a world-class destination park for all of NC and recognizes that mental health policy issues are still incomplete in the General Assembly; and

Be It Further RESOLVED, that the Democratic Party encourage all elected officials to endorse and support this plan to preserve the majority of the acreage on the Dorothea Dix Campus as a world-class destination park.

A Resolution In Support of Shaping North Carolina’s Energy Future

WHEREAS, North Carolina is at a critical energy crossroads,

WHEREAS, applications for the construction of new nuclear and coal generating plants are being submitted,

WHEREAS, comprehensive energy conservation and efficiency policies can potentially reduce or replace the need for new nuclear and coal generating plants,

WHEREAS, renewable energy sources such as hydropower, wind, solar and biomass are becoming economically competitive with conventional, more polluting generating technologies,

WHEREAS, the current rate structure rewards electricity production only, and not energy saved,

Therefore, be it RESOLVED that the North Carolina Legislature shall pass legislation mandating significant increases in renewable energy use as quickly as possible, coupled with energy conservation measures producing significant decreases in energy demand, and that incentives to utilities be adjusted to make demand reduction as attractive as new generation facilities.

Let it be further RESOLVED that no licenses be issued for new nuclear or coal generating plants until it is clear that renewable energy sources and demand reduction will not fully meet demand.

